316. TELEGRAM TO MINISTER OF INTERIOR

[PHOENIX,
Before May 6, 1914]

TO

THE MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR

I HAVE SEEN TELEGRAM1 SENT BY THE ANJUMAN ISLAM,
DURBAN, REGARDING PHOTOGRAPHJs]            REQUIRED FROM

INDIAN WIVES SEEKING ENTRANCE INTO THE PROVINCE. UNABLE
UNDERSTAND REQUIREMENT IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT. VEN-
TURE DRAW ATTENTION FACT THAT, WHEN QUESTION AROSE
REGARDING EVEN MALES IN TRANSVAAL SOME YEARS AGO,
IT GAVE RISE TO SUCH BITTERNESS THAT GOVERNMENT WERE
PLEASED WITHDRAW REQUIREMENT. REGARDING WOMEN IT IS
A MOST DANGEROUS THING. HOPE MINISTER WILL BE
PLEASED INSTRUCT IMMIGRATION OFFICER WAIVE REQUIREMENT
AND ACCEPT LOCAL PROOF OFFERED BY THE PARTIES IN
QUESTION. UNDERSTAND ALSO THAT IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT
ADOPTING SEVERE METHODS REGARDING INDIAN ENTRANTS
GENERALLY. AMONG THESE IS INSISTENCE UPON INDIANS
POSSESSING RIGHTS DOMICILE MORE THAN ONE PROVINCE
CHOOSING ONE PROVINCE ONLY. SUBMIT REQUIREMENT ARBI-
TRARY, UNCALLED FOR. PRACTICE RECOGNIZING DOUBLE OR
TRIPLE DOMICILE NEVER HITHERTO QUESTIONED, AND WHAT-
EVER LEGAL INTERPRETATION IMMIGRATION ACT 1913, HOPE
GOVERNMENT DO NOT INTEND DEPART FROM E33SITOG
PRACTICE.2

GANDHI
Indian Opinion, 6-5-1914

1 The Chairman of the Anjunian Islam of Durban had conveyed to the
Minister of the Interior the Indian community's concern at and objection, <m
religious grounds, to the demand for the photographs of Indian wives, and urged
that fecal proofs be accepted for identification,

2 In reply to this, the Minister of the Interior telegraphed: "Your tele-
gram today. Matter being inquired into."